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Discourse Analysis on Beauty Science
Naho TANIMOTO

Abstract

People commonly think that women have been alienated from the field of science,
however the science of beauty (for example, cosmetics) has appealed to women. In this
study, I attempt to explore the features of scientific discourse in advertisements on
cosmetics and in beauty magazines.

Through this analysis, I find that people believe ads’ science claims and have trusted
science blindly since 1980’s, whereas before World War II , we focused on hygiene modeled
upon the West. I also find that scientific words are tied with natural images.

Blind faith in science, ironically, leads to potential distrust of science. To ease this
anxiety, natural images are associated with scientific words.

In analyzing the beauty science discourse, I examine the paradox that belief in science
is strengthened by its unscientific association with natural images.

Keywords : beauty science, natural image, discourse
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